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Vision

Background

Short Term Vision/Objectives

1. Indicate how the school will use ICT to help raise educational standards by enhancing the delivery of the National Curriculum. 
2. Indicate how investment in ICT will be co-ordinated with meeting the professional development needs of its teachers.

· Indicate how the school will integrate the use of ICT for school management and administration 
3. Indicate whether the school’s ICT facilities will be made available for use out of normal school hours by pupils and for community purposes.
4. Indicate how ICT will be used to promote inclusion, for example by supporting pupils with special educational needs and by developing home-school links (including the development of a school website).
5. Set out the school’s policy for the acceptable use of ICT, including secure access to the Internet (advice can be found at www.safety.ngfl.gov.uk/).
6. Set out the school’s policy for managing, developing and sustaining its ICT provision, including accommodation/access issues, arrangements for technical support and the safe and environmentally friendly disposal of equipment.
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	Action
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Target Monitored by:  
Method of Monitoring:

Generic Acceptable Use Policy & Forms 

Date

Dear Parents/Guardians,
Internet Permission Form
As part of the school’s IT programme we offer pupils supervised access to the Internet, the global network of computers you will have read about and seen on television. Before being allowed to use the Internet, we require all pupils to obtain parental permission and both they and you must sign and return the enclosed form as evidence of your approval and their acceptance of the school rules on this matter.

Access to the Internet will enable pupils to explore thousands of libraries, databases, and bulletin boards while exchanging messages with other Internet users throughout the world. However, we believe you should be warned that some material accessible via the Internet may contain items that are illegal, defamatory, inaccurate or potentially offensive to some people.

Whilst our aim for Internet use is to further educational goals and objectives, pupils may find ways to access other materials as well. We believe that the benefits to pupils from access to the Internet, in the form of information resources and opportunities for collaboration, exceed any disadvantages. But ultimately, parents and guardians of minors are responsible for setting and conveying the standards that their children should follow when using media and information sources. To that end, the school supports and respects each family's right to decide whether or not to apply for access.

During school, teachers will guide pupils toward appropriate materials. Outside of school, families bear the same responsibility for such guidance as they exercise with information sources such as television, telephones, movies, radio and other potentially offensive media.

XXXXXXXX

Headteacher

Internet Parent Permission Form

Please complete and return this form to;

XXXXXXXXX, Headteacher, 

XXXXXXXXXX School, 

XXXXXXXXXXXX, 

XXXXXXXXXX

XXX XXX

Pupil

As a school user of the Internet, I agree to comply with the school rules on its use. I will use the network in a responsible way and observe all the restrictions explained to me by the school.

Pupil Signature   __________________________________

Date: ___/___/___

Parent

As the parent or legal guardian of the pupil signing above, I grant permission for my son or daughter to use electronic mail and the Internet. I understand that pupils will be held accountable for their own actions. I also understand that some materials on the Internet may be objectionable and I accept responsibility for setting standards for my daughter or son to follow when selecting, sharing and exploring information and media.
Parent/Guardian Signature
____________________________

Date: ___/___/___

Name of Pupil:  
__________________________________



Home Telephone:  ____________________________  

A parent’s guide to the Internet

(

What is the Internet?

The Internet is a large number of computers all over the world linked together with cables. In most cases, each of these computers is also linked locally to a number of other computers, in a local network. It is possible for someone using one of these computers to access information on any of the other computers. This system was established by those working in Universities and Government organisations for the fast and efficient transfer of largely text-based information around the world directly from one computer to another. 

It is possible for other people, outside these local networks, to connect to the Internet by using standard telephone lines between their computers and those already connected to the Internet. A number of companies specialise in providing this service for a fee.

(

What is the World Wide Web?

To make the appearance of information available through the Internet more attractive, and to assist people in finding information more easily, it is now possible for special pages of information to contain text, colours, and pictures, sound and even video. These pages, collectively, make up what is known as the World Wide Web. Most of these pages include information on the location of other pages on the World Wide Web, and it is possible to follow up links between pages with similar or related content. Moving from one page to another, regardless of where in the world they might be located, is called browsing, or surfing the net or web. Many of these Web pages contain information which may be useful in the classroom, and it is presented in a way which is often easy to use. 

A number of UK suppliers including BT, the Education Exchange and Research Machines, offer schools the facility of keeping their own pages on the Internet. These school “home pages” might describe the school’s activities to outsiders or explain project work that pupils are involved in.

(

What is Electronic Mail (E-mail)

This is merely .a way of sending messages from one person to another via the Internet. Each Internet user has a unique e-mail address (such as; anybody@msn.com) and by sending a message to this address, the recipient can read the message the next time he or she connects to the Internet. Internet e-mail addresses are usually provided along with a schools’ connection to the Internet and normally individual pupils will not have their own email address. 

(

What are News Groups?

These are collections of messages written for public readership rather than addressed to an individual. Each collection, or group, of messages is about a particular subject or theme. Individuals can reply to these messages, and these replies are also public. In this way it is possible to track a multi-way conversation about an important issue of the day. At present there are more than 10,000 different topics available for discussion, from specialist science research to support groups for asthma to fans of James Bond movies. Most of the press concern for pornography on the Internet refers to newsgroups but they are the easiest for school Internet providers to police.

(

What are the dangers of the Internet referred to in the media?

It is true that there is some material on the Internet that would be offensive to most people, such as pornography, racist and fascist material, and this can be accessed by children if using the Internet unsupervised. The main educational providers try to 'filter' known offensive locations of material of this kind, but there is too much for this filtering to be very effective, and the locations change frequently. The only way to block access to this kind of material is to have a restricted range of pages available, in which case many of the advantages of the global and dynamic nature of the Internet may be lost. It is a feature of the Internet that the information available is free. Increasing restrictions will undoubtedly lead to systems of charging for access to specific material, in addition to the other costs described. An alternative system is to educate pupils and encourage an acceptable use policy and partnership between home and school in dealing with the less savoury side of Internet use.

(

How can I get more information?

There are many magazines in newsagents that cater for beginners-advanced use of the Internet. If you have any specific questions please contact the school and ask for the IT co-ordinator

