ASYLUM SEEKERS: FACT SHEET


Who is an asylum-seeker?


Asylum means a place of safety. People who come to the UK, fleeing persecution and ask to be given asylum are known as asylum-seekers. It can take many years for a decision on granting asylum to be reached by the Home Office. If their applications are successful, they are recognised as refugees. In the end, most people are refused asylum though some may obtain a temporary right to stay. More, however, are told to leave. If they do not go voluntarily, they are deported. 

UK asylum seekers

On average 45,000 people apply for asylum each year in the UK, of which only 10% are granted refugee status. A small percentage are granted temporary stay permits and over 70% are refused admission.

Difference between refugees and asylum seekers

A refugee is defined as a person outside of his or her country of nationality who is unable or unwilling to return because of persecution or a well-founded fear of persecution on account of race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group, or political opinion. (United Nations 1951).

An asylum seeker is a person who has left their country of origin, has applied for recognition as a refugee in another country, and is awaiting a decision on their application.

How many refugees are there?

The United Nations estimates there are over 20 million refugees throughout the world.  The vast majority of refugees are supported in countries poorer than the UK.  For example, 1.2 million refugees from Afghanistan were resident in Pakistan between 1997/1998.

What makes a refugee different?

· Refugees are forced to leave their countries because they have been persecuted. 

· Refugees rarely have the chance to make plans for their departure such as packing their personal belongings or saying farewell to loved ones. 

· Refugees run away. They often do not know where they will end up. 

· Many refugees have experienced severe trauma or have been tortured. 

Where do refugees come from?

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/world/2001/road_to_refuge/journey/map.stm
What are the differences in asylum provision around the world?

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/world/2001/road_to_refuge/foreign_land/map.stm
