



Title: SEEKING ASYLUM





Description: A study of the issues surrounding Asylum Seekers





QCA Non-statutory guidance - Citizenship:





2A, 2K, 2B, 2F, 2H, 2I, 4B, 4E, 4F and 4G





Other subject links:





QCA ICT Schemes of Work links:





Using the Internet to obtain information.





Learning Objectives: To appreciate the differences between the media led image of asylum seekers and the real people behind these stories and to respect racial and cultural differences. To understand the requirement of the community to provide these people with freedom from discrimination and prejudice.





Suggested activities: 





Intro: A good place to start this exercise is to examine a selection of current media headlines on the topic of Asylum Seekers (there is plenty to choose from).  Aim for stories that provide contrasting viewpoints (see resources section for list of online newspapers).


Main: Using the fact sheets Who is an asylum.doc, home.doc and destination.doc explain to the children who an asylum seeker is and the differences between an asylum seeker and a refugee.  Consideration should also be given to why there are refugees in the World.  Next use the World maps supplied to identify countries with large numbers of refugees and the countries that receive refugees.  The Internet links at the end of the Who is an asylum.doc will help you with this part of the exercise.





The next part is to look at the story of an individual asylum seeker.  Read with the class Refugees story.doc and then go lead the class through the questions.doc.





Plenary: Ask the children what they now think about refugees seeking asylum in the UK.  How would they respond to groups of asylum seekers living in their neighbourhood or attending their school. Look at the Internet resource for oneworld to see how a group of schools throughout the UK are seeking to help Asylum Seekers.








Resources:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.oneworld.net/cgi-bin/index.cgi?root=1953&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eirr%2Eorg%2Euk%2Fsad%2Findex%2Ehtm" ��http://www.oneworld.net/cgi-bin/index.cgi?root=1953&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eirr%2Eorg%2Euk%2Fsad%2Findex%2Ehtm�


� HYPERLINK "http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/world/2001/road_to_refuge/default.stm" ��http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/world/2001/road_to_refuge/default.stm�





Who is an asylum.doc  home.doc  destination.doc  refugees story.doc  questions.doc


Newspaper articles on Asylum Seekers.





A computer with Internet access.








Learning outcomes: To understand the difference between refugees and asylum seekers, why there are large numbers of refugees throughout the World and how countries respond to the influx of refugees seeking asylum.  That as an individual and as a school they can influence people’s prejudice and stereotyping.  That refugees are ordinary people with extraordinary experiences.





Extension activities:





To find out more about the plight of refugee children many of whom arrive in the UK totally alone.
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