



Title: Journey to school





Description: This exercise considers the sustainability of our current school travel patterns and examines why we might need to change them.  Particular attention is given to reducing car journeys.





QCA Non-statutory guidance reference:





1C and 2A





Other Subject links:





QCA ICT Schemes of Work link:





Learning Objectives: To make pupils aware of the problems associated with the transport decisions that we make and the part they can play in influencing changes to these travel patterns in order to secure a more sustainable approach for the future.





Suggested activities: 





Introduction: Discuss with the children the various ways that they think people travel to school (make a class list).  Ask the children – To organise their list with most frequently used at the top to the least used at the bottom.  If they had been asked to do this exercise ten years ago and in ten years, in what ways do they think the list would change?  Discuss with the children their perceive patterns.  Next introduce actual information (from the government/other schools etc. see national.doc).  How does this compare with what the children suggested? 





Main: Use the questionnaire.xls file to produce questionnaires in order to conduct a survey at your school .  The size of sample will influence the accuracy of the results.  Naturally, it would be best to sample every child in the school, but for practical purposes you my have to restrict this to a Key Stage, Year Group or even individual class.





Results: Engage children in processing results.  The class could be divided into groups to focus upon an individual section of the questionnaire or they could process a number of questionnaires each and then pool results.  The results should be displayed graphically and added to maps and charts in order that pupils can then make comparisons and draw conclusions.  You may wish to engage the support of the ICT co-ordinator to help you set up a database in which the class can quickly interrogate their findings.





Conclusions: What have they discovered?  How do their results compare with what their original ideas?  How do their results compare with other schools and the national statistics?  The children should be encouraged to account for why they thing differences and similarities might occur.





Outcomes/actions:





If the trend to use cars more frequently for journeys was to continue what issues do they think might arise? (see facts.doc) What measures could people adopt to reduce the dependency on car travel?  What might encourage/discourage people to change their travel patterns? (see comments.doc).  Have a look at what other schools have achieved on the Internet.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.la21.org.uk/saferoutes/" ��http://www.la21.org.uk/saferoutes/�








Whatever you decide to do consider publishing the children’s work in order to raise the profile of this environmental concern.














Resources: 	Maps of the locality


		Questionnaire.xls  facts.doc comments.doc  national.doc


		Data Handling package.


		Internet link (optional)





Learning outcomes:


That the current transport choices will not be sustainable in the future.


That they can play a part in changing these trends both now and as a responsible citizen of the future.


Who the key contacts for environmental concerns are.


How to obtain information from the internet.


How to device appropriate questionnaires.


How to adopt an action plan.


The environment impact of travel choices.


Development of discussion and debating skills.


Experience of writing for an audience.





Extension activities:  


1.  Carry out the survey at a different time of the year (contrast summer/winter patterns.


2. Arrange with another school to carry out a survey at an agreed time and exchange results for comparison.


3. Involve local community officers to discuss with the children their findings and proposals.


4.Set up a campaign to promote safer journeys and more environmentally friendly alternatives.


5. Develop a website campaign to encourage and inform the local community to make better choices.
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