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About this leaflet


This leaflet provides a starting point for schools to discuss the links between citizenship and art and design. 

Schools need to decide which opportunities to develop as explicit citizenship provision. This leaflet maps the areas where the two subjects may be compatible. It also suggests some opportunities for teaching citizenship through art and design, referring where appropriate to relevant units in the art and design scheme of work.

Promoting citizenship through art and design

Art and design contributes to citizenship by providing opportunities for:

•
exploring ideas, feelings and issues that have relevance and meaning both for individuals and for society;

•
making a personal response;

•
developing self-esteem and a sense of achievement through art, craft and design work;

•
working with others in groups or teams to respond to different tasks or briefs;

•
valuing different ideas and contributions, and developing respect for the opinions of others;

•
recording observations and investigating the environment, including both natural and made materials and objects;

•
developing an understanding of different ways of representing the natural and the built environment;

•
developing an understanding of how works of art, craft and design reflect personal, social, political and cultural values and beliefs;

•
creating works to meet the needs of others, in the local community and in the wider world.

Art and design contributes to citizenship through helping pupils to:

•
recognise how artists, craftspeople and designers have responded to issues, problems and events in contemporary and past times;

•
express their own ideas, beliefs and values through creative work;

•
negotiate, make decisions and take responsibility in collaborative projects that explore the role and function of art and design in the school, locality and wider world.

 

	Citizenship programme 
of study
	Art and design programme of study

	Examples of opportunities for citizenship through art and design

[and relevant units in the art and design scheme of work] 

	1 Knowledge and understanding about becoming informed citizens

	a
The legal and human rights and responsibilities underpinning society, basic aspects of the criminal justice system, and how both relate to young people
	
	

	b
The diversity of national, regional, religious and ethnic identities in the United Kingdom and the need for mutual respect and understanding 
	5
During the key stage, pupils should be taught the knowledge, skills and understanding through:
a 
exploring a range of starting points for practical work including themselves, their experiences and natural and made objects and environments 
b 
working on their own, and collaborating with others, on projects in two and three dimensions and on different scales
d
investigating art, craft and design in the locality, in a variety of genres, styles and traditions, and from a range of historical, social and cultural contexts [for example, in original and reproduction form, during visits to museums, galleries and sites, on the internet]
	Developing their own sense of identity by representing themselves in different ways, while respecting the differences between people. Studying art, craft and design in different cultures, and using different methods and approaches to create works that celebrate diversity. Evaluating different genres, styles and traditions [Unit 7A Self image, Unit 9B Change your style]

	c
Central and local government, the public services they offer and how they are financed, and the opportunities to contribute
	
	Exploring examples of public art, craft and design in the locality. Visiting museums, art galleries and sites; investigating architecture, sculpture, shop signs, murals, etc [Unit 7B What’s in a building?, Unit 9C Personal places, public spaces, General unit Visiting a museum, gallery or site]

	d
The key characteristics of parliamentary and other forms of government
	
	

	e
The electoral system and the importance of voting
	
	

	f
The work of community-based, national and international voluntary groups
	
	

	g
The importance of resolving conflict fairly
	
	

	h
The significance of the media in society
	
	Exploring the work of photographers, for example. Examining how visual and tactile qualities are manipulated and matched to ideas, purposes and audiences, and presented in different contexts, eg tabloid newspapers, magazines, advertisements [Unit 8B Animating art, Unit 9A Life events]

	i
The world as a global community, and the political, economic, environmental and social implications of this, and the role of the European Union, the Commonwealth and the United Nations
	
	Investigating how the purposes and audiences of artists, craftspeople and designers from Europe and the wider world change over time, eg by looking at the work of contemporary Black British artists [Unit 8C Shared view, General unit Visiting a museum, gallery or site]

	2 Developing skills of enquiry and communication

	a
Think about topical political, spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues, problems and events by analysing information and its sources, including ICT-based sources
	
	Discussing, critically questioning and selecting from a range of visual and other information to help them develop ideas for independent work [Unit 7A Self-image, Unit 8B Animating art, Unit 8C Shared view]

	b
Justify orally and in writing a personal opinion about such issues, problems or events
	
	Discussing and critically questioning ideas and meanings in the work of others to express opinions and make reasoned judgements [Unit 9A Life events]

	c
Contribute to group and exploratory class discussions, and take part in debates
	
	Discussing and critically questioning ideas and meanings in the work of others to communicate their own ideas and feelings, and to reflect on their own and others’ values [Unit 8A Objects and viewpoints, Unit 8C Shared view]

	3 Developing skills of participation and responsible action

	a
Use their imagination to consider other people’s experiences and be able to think about, express and explain views that are not their own
	
	Understanding how different cultures developed a shared view and social understanding, and how works of art and design are often linked to religious beliefs and rituals. Discussing how we should respond to works that are sacred for other peoples [Unit 8C Shared view]

	b
Negotiate, decide and take part responsibly in both school and community-based activities
	
	Helping to produce a mural or piece of art, craft or design work for the school or local community, eg to enhance the environment. Working on their own and collaborating with others [Unit 9C Personal places, public spaces]

	c
Reflect on the process of participating
	
	Discussing how significant ideas and issues have been addressed in each other’s work [Unit 8C Shared view, Unit 9C Personal places, public spaces]
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