
Citizenship through English at key stage 3

About this leaflet


This leaflet provides a starting point for schools to discuss the links between citizenship and English. 

Schools need to decide which opportunities to develop as explicit citizenship provision. This leaflet maps where the two programmes of study are compatible and suggests some opportunities for teaching citizenship through English, referring where appropriate to relevant sections of the Key Stage 3 National Strategy Framework for teaching English, Years 7, 8 and 9.
Promoting citizenship through English

English contributes to citizenship by providing opportunities for:

•
reading, viewing and discussing texts (and their adaptations) that deal with different issues, and with relationships between groups and between the individual and society;

•
learning about the social, historical, political and cultural factors that shaped and influenced the texts they study;

•
developing pupils’ ability to put across their point of view, question, argue and discuss, adapting what they say to their audience and the effect they wish to achieve;

•
critically evaluating what they hear, read and view, paying attention to explicit and implied meanings, bias and objectivity, and fact and opinion;

•
becoming competent users of spoken and written Standard English, enabling them to participate fully in the world beyond school, in public life and in decision-making.

	Citizenship programme 
of study
	English programme of study

	Examples of opportunities for citizenship through English

and reference to the Key Stage 3 National Strategy Framework for teaching English, Years 7, 8 and 9 

	1 Knowledge and understanding about becoming informed citizens

	a
The legal and human rights and responsibilities underpinning society, basic aspects of the criminal justice system, and how both relate to young people
	En1 Speaking and Listening
Listening
2
To listen, understand and respond critically to others, pupils should be taught to:

a
concentrate on and recall the main features of a talk, reading, radio or television programme

b
identify the major elements of what is being said both explicitly and implicitly

c
distinguish features of presentation where a speaker aims to explain, persuade, amuse or argue a case

d
distinguish tone, undertone, implications and other signs of a speaker’s intentions

e
recognise when a speaker is being ambiguous or deliberately vague, glosses over points, uses and abuses evidence and makes unsubstantiated statements

f
ask questions and give relevant and helpful comments

Drama
4
To participate in a range of drama activities and to evaluate their own and others’ contributions, pupils should be taught to:

a
use a variety of dramatic techniques to explore ideas, issues, texts and meanings

En2 Reading
Printed and ICT-based information texts
4
To develop their reading of print and ICT-based information texts, pupils should be taught to:

a
select, compare and synthesise information from different texts

b
evaluate how information is presented

Understanding texts
1
To develop understanding and appreciation of texts, pupils should be taught:

Reading for meaning
a
to extract meaning beyond the literal, explaining how the choice of language and style affects implied and explicit meanings
	Studying literature and non-fiction texts that deal with issues of human rights and responsibility

Exploring different situations in which rights may compete, conflict or be infringed, adopting a range of roles in groups. Discussing and evaluating evidence to reach a consensus 

speaking and listening: year 7 S&L11, year 8 S&L12, year 9 S&L9

	Citizenship programme 
of study
	English programme of study

	Examples of opportunities for citizenship through English

and reference to the Key Stage 3 National Strategy Framework for teaching English, Years 7, 8 and 9 

	b
The diversity of national, regional, religious and ethnic identities in the United Kingdom and the need for mutual respect and understanding
	En2 Reading
Texts from different cultures and traditions
3
Pupils should be taught:

a
to understand the values and assumptions in the texts

b
the significance of the subject matter and the language

c
the distinctive qualities of literature from different traditions

d
how familiar themes are explored in different cultural contexts [for example, how childhood is portrayed, references to oral or folk traditions]

e
to make connections and comparisons between texts from different cultures

Media and moving images texts
5
Pupils should be taught:

a
how meaning is conveyed in texts that include print, images and sometimes sounds

c
how the nature and purpose of media products influence content and meaning [for example, selection of stories for a front page or news broadcast]

d
how audiences and readers choose and respond to media
	Celebrating diversity through the content of drama productions and through performances in the school and local community. Exploring issues of diversity through literature. Examining newspapers to see how different religions and ethnic groups are represented

Through a range of activities, learning to acknowledge other people’s views and to build on them

speaking and listening: year 7 S&L14, year 8 S&L11

	Citizenship programme 
of study
	English programme of study

	Examples of opportunities for citizenship through English

and reference to the Key Stage 3 National Strategy Framework for teaching English, Years 7, 8 and 9 

	c
Central and local government, the public services they offer and how they are financed, and the opportunities to contribute
	En1 Speaking and Listening
Speaking
1
To speak fluently and appropriately in different contexts, adapting their talk for a range of purposes and audiences, including the more formal, pupils should be taught to:

a
structure their talk clearly, using markers so that their listeners can follow the line of thought
b
use illustrations, evidence and anecdote to enrich and explain their ideas
c
use gesture, tone, pace and rhetorical devices for emphasis
d
use visual aids and images to enhance communication
e
vary word choices, including technical vocabulary, and sentence structure for different audiences
f
use spoken standard English fluently in different contexts
g
evaluate the effectiveness of their speech and consider how to adapt it to a range of situations
En3 Writing
Composition
1
Pupils should be taught to draw on their reading and knowledge of linguistic and literary forms when composing their writing. Pupils should be taught to:

Writing to inform, explain, describe
e
form sentences and paragraphs that express connections between information and ideas precisely [for example, cause and effect, comparison]

f
use formal and impersonal language and concise expression

g
consider what the reader needs to know and include relevant details

h
present material clearly, using appropriate layout, illustrations and organisation

Writing to persuade, argue, advise
i
develop logical arguments and cite evidence

j
use persuasive techniques and rhetorical devices

k
anticipate reader reaction, counter opposing views and use language to gain attention and sustain interest
	Presenting information, views and arguments on local concerns, or the results of surveys into local facilities, to local government. Using appropriate reading strategies to conduct research, asking questions in interviews to clarify meanings, and organising and presenting information 

speaking and listening: year 7 S&L1, year 8 S&L5, year 9 S&L3
reading: year 7 R2, R7, year 8 R2, R5, year 9 R2 
writing: year 7 Wr11, year 8 Wr10, year 9 Wr9

	Citizenship programme 
of study
	English programme of study

	Examples of opportunities for citizenship through English

and reference to the Key Stage 3 National Strategy Framework for teaching English, Years 7, 8 and 9 

	
	En2 Reading
Printed and ICT-based information texts
4
To develop their reading of print and ICT-based information texts, pupils should be taught to:

a
select, compare and synthesise information from different texts

b
evaluate how information is presented

c
sift the relevant from the irrelevant, and distinguish between fact and opinion, bias and objectivity

d
identify the characteristic features, at word, sentence and text level, of different types of texts.
	

	d
The key characteristics of parliamentary and other forms of government
	En2 Reading
Understanding texts

Media and moving image texts

5 Pupils should be taught:
c how the nature and purpose of media products influence content and meaning [for example, selection of stories for a front page or news broadcast]

d how audiences and readers choose and respond to media
En1 Speaking and Listening

Listening
2 To listen, understand and respond critically to others, pupils should be taught to:
a
concentrate on and recall the main features of a talk, reading, radio or television programme

b
identify the major elements of what is being said both explicitly and implicitly

c
distinguish features of presentation where a speaker aims to explain, persuade, amuse or argue a case

d
distinguish tone, undertone, implications and other signs of a speaker’s intentions
e
recognise when a speaker is being ambiguous or deliberately vague, glosses over points, uses and abuses evidence and makes unsubstantiated statements
	Improving their listening skills through watching and listening to parliamentary debates on TV and radio

	e
The electoral system and the importance of voting
	
	

	Citizenship programme 
of study
	English programme of study

	Examples of opportunities for citizenship through English

and reference to the Key Stage 3 National Strategy Framework for teaching English, Years 7, 8 and 9 

	f
The work of community-based, national and international voluntary groups
	
	

	g
The importance of resolving conflict fairly
	En1 Speaking and Listening
Group discussion and interaction
3
To participate effectively as members of different groups, pupils should be taught to:
a
make different types of contributions to groups, adapting their speech to their listeners and the activity

b
take different views into account and modify their own views in the light of what others say

c
sift, summarise and use the most important points

d
take different roles in the organisation, planning and sustaining of groups

e
help the group to complete its tasks by varying contributions appropriately, clarifying and synthesising others’ ideas, taking them forward and building on them to reach conclusions, negotiating consensus or agreeing to differ
Drama
4 To participate in a range of drama activities and to evaluate their own and others’ contributions, pupils should be taught to:
a
use a variety of dramatic techniques to explore ideas, issues, texts and meanings
	Using drama to explore issues of conflict speaking and listening

year 7 S&L15, year 8 S&L15, year 9 S&L12

	Citizenship programme 
of study
	English programme of study

	Examples of opportunities for citizenship through English

and reference to the Key Stage 3 National Strategy Framework for teaching English, Years 7, 8 and 9 

	h
The significance of the media in society
	En2 Reading
Understanding texts

Media and moving image texts

5 Pupils should be taught:
a
how meaning is conveyed in texts that include print, images and sometimes sounds

b
how choice of form, layout and presentation contribute to effect [for example, font, caption, illustration in printed text, sequencing, framing, soundtrack in moving image text]

c
how the nature and purpose of media products influence content and meaning [for example, selection of stories for a front page or news broadcast]

d
how audiences and readers choose and respond to media

Printed and ICT-based information texts

4 To develop their reading of print and ICT-based information texts, pupils should be taught to:

a
select, compare and synthesise information from different texts

b
evaluate how information is presented

c
sift the relevant from the irrelevant, and distinguish between fact and opinion, bias and objectivity

d
identify the characteristic features, at word, sentence and text level, of different types of texts
	Recognising bias in media reporting of topical issues. Using newspaper coverage of current social and moral issues to distinguish between fact and opinion, bias and objectivity 

Exploring the use of the media  including television, film, video and advertisements during, for example, an election campaign

reading: year 7 R9, year 8 R6, year 9 R7

	Citizenship programme 
of study
	English programme of study

	Examples of opportunities for citizenship through English

and reference to the Key Stage 3 National Strategy Framework for teaching English, Years 7, 8 and 9 

	i
The world as a global community, and the political, economic, environmental and social implications of this, and the role of the European Union, the Commonwealth and the United Nations
	En2 Reading
Understanding texts

Texts from different cultures and traditions

3 Pupils should be taught:
d
how familiar themes are explored in different cultural contexts [for example, how childhood is portrayed, references to oral or folk traditions]

En1 Speaking and Listening

Language variation
6 Pupils should be taught about how language varies, including:

a
the importance of standard English as the language of public communication nationally and often internationally

b
current influences on spoken and written language

e
the vocabulary and grammar of standard English and dialectal variation

f
the development of English, including changes over time, borrowings from other languages, origins of words, and the impact of electronic communication on written language
	Establishing and maintaining e-mail contact with pupils in other countries as part of school linking projects. Reading or watching relevant works of fiction and non-fiction, television programmes, films and videos

Considering and investigating the origins of words, and links between English and other languages

	2 Developing skills of enquiry and communication

	a
Think about topical political, spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues, problems and events by analysing information and its sources, including ICT-based sources
	En2 Reading
Understanding texts

1 To develop understanding and appreciation of texts, pupils should be taught:

Reading for meaning

c
how ideas, values and emotions are explored and portrayed

d
to identify the perspectives offered on individuals, community and society
Printed and ICT-based information texts

4 To develop their reading of print and ICT-based information texts, pupils should be taught to:

a
select, compare and synthesise information from different texts

b
evaluate how information is presented
Literature
8 The range should include:
b
recent and contemporary drama, fiction and poetry written for young people and adults
	Developing their reading of print and ICT-based texts. Analysing newspaper and magazine articles on topical political, spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues, problems and events  local, national and global. Comparing different ways in which information is presented

reading: year 7 R3, year 8 R2, year 9 R4

	Citizenship programme 
of study
	English programme of study

	Examples of opportunities for citizenship through English

and reference to the Key Stage 3 National Strategy Framework for teaching English, Years 7, 8 and 9 

	b
Justify orally and in writing a personal opinion about such issues, problems or events
	En1 Speaking and Listening
Speaking
1 To speak fluently and appropriately in different contexts, adapting their talk for a range of purposes and audiences, including the more formal, pupils should be taught to:

a
structure their talk clearly, using markers so that their listeners can follow the line of thought

b
use illustrations, evidence and anecdote to enrich and explain their ideas

c
use gesture, tone, pace and rhetorical devices for emphasis

d
use visual aids and images to enhance communication

e
vary word choices, including technical vocabulary, and sentence structure for different audiences

f
use spoken standard English fluently in different contexts
En3 Writing

Composition

1 Pupils should be taught to draw on their reading and knowledge of linguistic and literary forms when composing their writing. Pupils should be taught to:

Writing to persuade, argue, advise

i
develop logical arguments and cite evidence

j
use persuasive techniques and rhetorical devices

k
anticipate reader reaction, counter opposing views and use language to gain attention and sustain interest
Breadth of study
9 The range of purposes for writing should include:

b
to inform, explain and describe, focusing on conveying information and ideas clearly. The forms for such writing should be drawn from memos, minutes, accounts, information leaflets, prospectuses, plans, records, summaries

c
to persuade, argue and advise, focusing on presenting a case and influencing the reader. The forms for such writing should be drawn from brochures, advertisements, editorials, articles and letters conveying opinions, campaign literature, polemical essays
	Presenting a case persuasively both verbally and in writing, using selective arguments. Giving both their own and others’ views, based on research and participation in debates 

Leading and taking part in discussions and presentations. Writing letters to MPs and articles for their local newspaper

writing: year 7 Wr15, year 8 Wr13, year 9 Wr13

	Citizenship programme 
of study
	English programme of study

	Examples of opportunities for citizenship through English

and reference to the Key Stage 3 National Strategy Framework for teaching English, Years 7, 8 and 9 

	c
Contribute to group and exploratory class discussions, and take part in debates
	En1 Speaking and Listening
Group discussion and interaction
3 To participate effectively as members of different groups, pupils should be taught to:
a
make different types of contributions to groups, adapting their speech to their listeners and the activity

b
take different views into account and modify their own views in the light of what others say

c
sift, summarise and use the most important points

d
take different roles in the organisation, planning and sustaining of groups

e
help the group to complete its tasks by varying contributions appropriately, clarifying and synthesising others’ ideas, taking them forward and building on them to reach conclusions, negotiating consensus or agreeing to differ

Breadth of study

Group discussion and interaction

10
The range of purposes should include:
a
exploring, hypothesising, debating, analysing and pupils should be given opportunities to:

b
take different roles in groups [for example, roles in organising or leading discussion, supporting others, enabling focused talk]
	Making formal presentations in Standard English

speaking and listening: year 7 S&L3, year 8 S&L3, year 9 S&L2

	Citizenship programme 
of study
	English programme of study

	Examples of opportunities for citizenship through English

and reference to the Key Stage 3 National Strategy Framework for teaching English, Years 7, 8 and 9 

	3 Developing skills of participation and responsible action

	a
Use their imagination to consider other people’s experiences and be able to think about, express and explain views that are not their own
	En1 Speaking and Listening
Drama
4 To participate in a range of drama activities and to evaluate their own and others’ contributions, pupils should be taught to:

a
use a variety of dramatic techniques to explore ideas, issues, texts and meanings

b
use different ways to convey action, character, atmosphere and tension when they are scripting and performing in plays [for example, through dialogue, movement, pace]
Breadth of study

Speaking

8 The range of purposes should include:

a
describing, narrating, explaining, arguing, persuading, entertaining and pupils should be given opportunities to make:

b
extended contributions to talk in different contexts and groups

c
presentations to different audiences.
Speaking
1 To speak fluently and appropriately in different contexts, adapting their talk for a range of purposes and audiences, including the more formal, pupils should be taught to:

a
structure their talk clearly, using markers so that their listeners can follow the line of thought

b
use illustrations, evidence and anecdote to enrich and explain their ideas

d
use visual aids and images to enhance communication
	Drama activities: performing in front of school and community groups. Using community issues as content, and celebrating diversity

	Citizenship programme 
of study
	English programme of study

	Examples of opportunities for citizenship through English

and reference to the Key Stage 3 National Strategy Framework for teaching English, Years 7, 8 and 9 

	b
Negotiate, decide and take part responsibly in both school and community-based activities
	En1 Speaking and Listening
Group discussion and interaction

3 To participate effectively as members of different groups, pupils should be taught to:

b
take different views into account and modify their own views in the light of what others say

d
take different roles in the organisation, planning and sustaining of groups
Breadth of study

Speaking

8 The range of purposes should include:

b
extended contributions to talk in different contexts and groups

c
presentations to different audiences

Listening
2 To listen, understand and respond critically to others, pupils should be taught to:

f
ask questions and give relevant and helpful comments
	Developing and practising speaking and listening skills by participating effectively as members of different groups, eg class and student councils. Taking others’ views into account. Assuming different roles in planning and organising group activities, eg school/community activities

	c
Reflect on the process of participating
	En1 Speaking and Listening
Speaking
1 To speak fluently and appropriately in different contexts, adapting their talk for a range of purposes and audiences, including the more formal, pupils should be taught to:

g
evaluate the effectiveness of their speech and consider how to adapt it to a range of situations
Drama
4 To participate in a range of drama activities and to evaluate their own and others’ contributions, pupils should be taught to:

d
evaluate critically performances of dramas that they have watched or in which they have taken part
Listening
2 To listen, understand and respond critically to others, pupils should be taught to:

c
distinguish features of presentation where a speaker aims to explain, persuade, amuse or argue a case
	Reflecting on and evaluating their contribution to a presentation 

speaking and listening: year 7 S&L9, S&L16, year 8 S&L9, S&L13
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