Citizenship through modern foreign languages at key stage 3

About this leaflet


This leaflet provides a starting point for schools to discuss the links between citizenship and modern foreign languages (MFL). 

Schools need to decide which opportunities to develop as explicit citizenship provision. This leaflet maps the areas where the two programmes of study are compatible. It also suggests some opportunities for teaching citizenship through MFL, referring where appropriate to relevant units in the MFL schemes of work.
Promoting citizenship through MFL

MFL contributes to citizenship through:

•
encouraging positive attitudes towards speakers of other languages;

•
developing pupils’ knowledge, understanding and appreciation of different countries, cultures, people and communities;

•
promoting the concept of global citizenship.

 

	Citizenship programme 
of study
	MFL programme of study 

	Examples of opportunities for citizenship through MFL

[and relevant units in the MFL schemes of work]

	1 Knowledge and understanding about becoming informed citizens

	a
The legal and human rights and responsibilities underpinning society, basic aspects of the criminal justice system, and how both relate to young people
	
	

	b
The diversity of national, regional, religious and ethnic identities in the United Kingdom and the need for mutual respect and understanding
	Developing cultural awareness
4
Pupils should be taught about different countries and cultures by:

c
considering their own culture and comparing it with the cultures of the countries and communities where the target language is spoken

d
considering the experiences and perspectives of people in these countries and communities


	Pupils have opportunities to challenge national stereotypes and celebrate diversity. They use information based on the experiences of people who live or have lived in other countries.

Learning about Christmas customs in German- or Spanish-speaking countries. Becoming aware of differences and similarities in cultural traditions 
[German: Unit 8 Essen und Feiertage, Spanish: Unit 2 La familia y los amigos]

Using the topic of food to explore and compare traditions in different countries and regions
[French: Unit 10 Qu’est-ce qu’on mange?, Spanish: Unit 8 La comida]

Using the context of welcoming and receiving a guest to consider social and cultural differences and the need for mutual respect and understanding 
[French: Unit 12 Invitations]

	c
Central and local government, the public services they offer and how they are financed, and the opportunities to contribute
	
	

	d
The key characteristics of parliamentary and other forms of government
	
	

	e
The electoral system and the importance of voting
	
	

	f
The work of community-based, national and international voluntary groups
	
	Gaining knowledge of international voluntary groups based in other countries, eg Médecins sans frontières

	g
The importance of resolving conflict fairly
	
	

	h
The significance of the media in society
	
	Using newspapers and magazines from other countries to compare similar stories and articles. Being aware of how the same subject may be presented in a different way in another country

Using the internet and e-mail links to develop reading and writing skills in MFL. Recognising that Chinese, English, French, German, Japanese, Portuguese, Spanish and Urdu are languages used around the world
[There are several suggested activities in the schemes of work for French, German and Spanish that involve e-mail links or use of the internet]

Researching issues relating to the environment in a Spanish-speaking country by visiting appropriate websites. Realising that environmental problems often cross national boundaries or are common to many countries 
[Spanish: Unit 16 Nuestro medio ambiente]

Conducting a survey about ‘green’ issues. E-mailing this to a linked school in Germany and comparing results. Discovering that environmental issues are common to many countries, but that responses and attitudes may differ 
[German: Unit 13 Umwelt]

	i
The world as a global community, and the political, economic, environmental and social implications of this, and the role of the European Union, the Commonwealth and the United Nations
	Developing cultural awareness
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c
considering their own culture and comparing it with the cultures of the countries and communities where the target language is spoken

d
considering the experiences and perspectives of people in these countries and communities
	

	2 Developing skills of enquiry and communication

	a
Think about topical political, spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues, problems and events by analysing information and its sources, including ICT-based sources
	Developing cultural awareness
4
Pupils should be taught about different countries and cultures by:

c
considering their own culture and comparing it with the cultures of the countries and communities where the target language is spoken

d
considering the experiences and perspectives of people in these countries and communities


	Pupils have opportunities to increase their cultural awareness by communicating with people who speak the language and by using material from countries and communities where the language is spoken

They develop skills of enquiry and communication using authentic materials in the target language, including those from ICT-based sources, and by communicating with people who speak the language

Producing a questionnaire about issues that affect teenagers at home and at school.
E-mailing this to a linked school in Germany and comparing responses. If possible, communicating by video-conferencing to present and offer solutions to problems 
[German: Unit 14 Ich und andere Leute]

	b
Justify orally and in writing a personal opinion about such issues, problems or events
	
	

	c
Contribute to group and exploratory class discussions, and take part in debates
	
	

	3 Developing skills of participation and responsible action

	a
Use their imagination to consider other people’s experiences and be able to think about, express and explain views that are not their own
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Pupils should be taught about different countries and cultures by:

c
considering their own culture and comparing it with the cultures of the countries and communities where the target language is spoken

d
considering the experiences and perspectives of people in these countries and communities


	Through using the target language, pupils are expected to imagine that they are in a different context. They are often expected to adopt roles and represent views that may differ from their own

Learning to celebrate diversity and to see the benefits of other people’s customs where they differ from their own [Note that when highlighting cultural differences, such as how people meet and greet, teachers should try to break down national stereotypes] 
[French: Unit 1 C’est parti!]

Matching half-sentences with reference to languages and sports to produce sentences such as ‘Au Canada on joue au hockey sur glace’, ‘Au Québec on parle français’. Using this activity to consider the experiences of people living in other countries. Challenging any example sentences they feel are stereotypes 
[French: Unit 7 Les autres pays]

	b
Negotiate, decide and take part responsibly in both school and community-based activities
	
	Working in the target language with pupils in another country through making e-mail links, video-conferencing sessions and visiting the country. Collaborating on a citizenship-focused project

	c
Reflect on the process of participating
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