A guide for senior managers and

governors

Citizenship at key stages 3 and 4
This leaflet is designed to help you implement citizenship as a new national curriculum subject. It describes how the QCA/DfES schemes of work for citizenship can support your school’s citizenship provision, by building on what you are already doing.

What is citizenship?

“Citizenship is more than a statutory subject.

If taught well and tailored to local needs, its

skills and values will enhance democratic life

for us all, both rights and responsibilities,

beginning in school and radiating out.”

(Bernard Crick)
“Citizenship will enable our pupils to be

active, informed citizens; able to effect

change to improve their lives and their

communities...” (Keith Ajegbo, Headteacher,

Deptford Green School)

Citizenship is a new national curriculum subject that schools are required to teach at key stages 3 and 4 from August 2002. The citizenship programmes of study are light-touch and flexible, allowing your school to plan and develop a curriculum that:

•
enables you to build on what you are already doing in a flexible and innovative way;

•
is relevant to pupils, connecting with their interests and experiences;

•
encourages pupils to investigate and think critically about issues of current interest, using problem solving, reasoning and evaluation skills;

•
relates to pupils’ abilities and backgrounds; and

•
provides pupils with opportunities to discuss and address real-life issues, and to see that they can participate in activities that make a difference in their schools and the wider community.

Citizenship is complemented by non-statutory guidelines for PSHE at key stages 3 and 4. The programmes of study for citizenship and the non-statutory guidelines for PSHE are published in the National Curriculum Handbook for secondary teachers (order reference QCA99/458), and are also available at www.nc.uk.net
How can citizenship help my school?

Citizenship:

•
involves pupils positively, encouraging participation in school and community life;
•
links schools with their neighbours and community partners;

•
supports inclusion and promotes positive behaviour, equal opportunities, respect and responsibility;
•
provides a focus for celebrating and publicising school activities;

•
contributes to the achievement of the Charter Mark, Investors in People and Healthy School awards.
What do we need to do to implement the new national curriculum subject of citizenship?

•
ensure that staff appointed to lead the development of citizenship provision have sufficient seniority to coordinate a whole-school approach;

•
involve staff, governors and pupils in decision-making about needs, priorities and provision;

•
plan citizenship provision to meet pupils’ needs, and ensure that it relates to other whole-school priorities;

•
audit current provision in order to build on what you do already, and decide which aspects of citizenship to address through separately timetabled discrete provision and which to address through other subjects;

•
ensure that pupils can participate in the life and decision-making of the school and wider community as an explicit part of citizenship provision;

•
identify other agencies and partners who contribute to pupils’ personal and social development;

•
link with local and national priorities, for example through contact with Community Safety Partnerships, Drug Action Teams, teenage pregnancy initiatives, Connexions, Education Action Zones; and

•
meet regularly with the citizenship coordinator and key staff to ensure that progress is being made with the support of the senior management team (SMT).
How do the schemes of work for citizenship help?

The schemes of work for citizenship provide a starting point to help your school develop citizenship provision that reflects the needs of pupils and other whole-school priorities. They enable you to use the flexibility offered by the programmes of study for citizenship. 

The schemes are made up of:

•
a Teacher’s guide, with practical ideas about whole-school planning, approaches to and provision for citizenship, as well as suggested opportunities for teaching citizenship through other subjects. The key stage 3 scheme of work also includes subject leaflets. These provide a starting point for schools to discuss the links between citizenship and other subjects. Schools need to decide which opportunities to develop as explicit citizenship provision and which will remain as implicit support for citizenship. The leaflets identify examples of opportunities for citizenship and help teachers plan delivery through other national curriculum subjects, RE and PSHE;

•
exemplar teaching units, with learning objectives based on the programmes of study, suggested teaching activities to meet those objectives and defined outcomes of pupils’ learning. The units illustrate how the programmes of study can be translated into medium-term plans. They are designed to be adapted by schools to fit in with their provision and build on what they are already doing; and 

•
a booklet of ideas about active citizenship, aimed at involving pupils in a range of participative activities in school and the wider community.

Combine the units and activities you select with other materials you wish to use, to provide coverage of the requirements of the programmes of study.
What other information do we need?
























How do we plan a whole school approach to citizenship?

The following questions are taken from the key stage 3 Teacher’s guide, and help with whole-school planning.
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